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Submission to the Preliminary Regional Issues Assessment – Hawkins and 
Rumker potential release areas  

  
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the consultation for the Preliminary 
Regional Issues Assessment (PRIA) for the Hawkins and Rumker potential coal 
release areas. We welcome early consultation and transparency in the 
process for granting coal exploration licences.   
  
The purpose of the PRIA is to consider the social, environmental and economic 
matters relating to the potential release areas. By doing this assessment upfront, 
proposals can and should be stopped from progressing if impacts are 
unacceptable.   
  
The Nature Conservation Council (NCC) strongly opposes the proposal to release 
coal exploration licenses for the Hawkins and Rumker potential release areas. 
 
The local environmental and heritage impacts of coal extraction in this area 
would be unacceptable   
 
Coal mining in the proposed release area would put water, biodiversity, and natural 
and cultural heritage values at risk by: 

• threatening the quality and quantity of surface and ground water flows;  

• placing further pressure on the 293 threatened or endangered species 
recorded in in the Mid-Western Regional Council LGA;  

• potentially damaging the many documented and undocumented aboriginal 
heritage sights in the area; and 

• industrialising the landscape, negatively affecting the Outstanding Universal 
Values recognised by UNESCO in the Greater Blue Mountain World Heritage 
Area, located adjacent to the proposed release area.  

 
The social impacts of coal extraction in this area would be unacceptable   
  
Resource project development, from the issuing of exploration licences through 
to any on ground works, can cause division, uncertainty and 
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anxiety for local communities and landholders. These negative social impacts are 
significant, can be drawn out over many years and must be adequately captured in 
the PRIA.   
 
These significant social impacts are already being felt, including by NCC member 
groups in the area. The significant community response, emphatically rejecting the 
idea of coal mining in the area, demonstrates the depth and breadth of community 
opposition. They are rightly concerned about the impacts of coal mining on air 
pollution and human health, tourism and agriculture industries and local amenity. 
Opening the door to coal mining around Rylstone has no social license to proceed.  
 
Any expansion in fossil fuel extraction ignores international energy market 
conditions  
 
In May this year the International Energy Agency (IEA) released its Net Zero by 
2050: A Roadmap for the Global Energy Sector, which states the world should add 
no “no new oil and gas fields approved for development in our pathway, and no new 
coal mines or mine extensions are required”.i This landmark report makes clear that 
there is no scope for new fossil fuel developments if we are to meet global emissions 
reduction targets.  
 
The IEA report also underscores how quickly global energy markets are changing. 
Global finance is rapidly shifting away from fossil fuels, towards renewables. This is 
being led by financial institutions such as BlackRock, JPMorgan Chase, Korea 
Development Bank and the Japan Bank of International Cooperation – four of the 
largest private and public financiers of fossil fuels in the world, until 2021. 

IEA’s roadmap shows the global energy landscape will change significantly, and at 
an increasing pace, as governments, financial institutions and corporates move to 
align with net zero emissions by 2050 and a 1.5°C warming limit. 

Research by the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis shows a 40 
percent acceleration year-on-year year-to-date 2021 in new or improved formal coal 
exit policies by globally significant financial institutions (GSFI).ii 
 
Releasing new areas for coal exploration, with all the costs on communities and the 
environment, given this global economic context is not defensible.  
 
Further expansion of fossil fuel extraction in the face of escalating climate 
change is irresponsible in the extreme 
 
In August 2021, the International Panel on Climate Change released its Sixth 
Assessment Report which issued the starkest warning yet about the present and 
growing impacts of climate change.iii The imperative to reduce emissions, and the 
consequences of not doing so, have never been clearer or more serious. 
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Further exploration and extraction of coal in NSW is totally at odds with this reality 
and the NSW Government’s own stated policy intentions under the 2016 Climate 
Change Policy Framework and the 2020 Net Zero Plan.  
 
Significantly, this relates to burning the coal in NSW or overseas, but also the Scope 
one and two emissions directly from mining operations.  
 
Recent research by Griffith University Emeritus Professor Ian Lowe shows that the 
NSW planning system has failed to control direct emissions from mining operations.  
It found the operational emissions produced from the eight major fossil fuel projects 
approved by the Independent Planning Commission (IPC) since the authority was 
created will total nearly 90 million tonnes - the same amount the NSW 
Government's Electricity Infrastructure Roadmap is expected to abate between now 
and 2030.iv 
 
Opening the door to coal exploration and mining in the Rumkins and Hawker 
potential release areas makes no sense - environmentally, economically or socially. 
The Government must listen to the community and the science and stop this 
proposal in its tracks.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the consultation.  
 
Your key contact point for further questions and correspondence is Ishbel Cullen, 
Policy and Outreach Coordinator, available via icullen@nature.org.au. We welcome 
further conversation on this matter. 
 
 
Yours sincerely,   
  

  
  
Chris Gambian  
Chief Executive  
Nature Conservation Council   
 

 
i https://www.iea.org/events/net-zero-by-2050-a-roadmap-for-the-global-energy-system 
ii https://ieefa.org/ieefa-ieas-net-zero-emissions-by-2050-maps-the-huge-increase-in-global-ambition/  
iii https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar6/ 
ivhttps://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/lockthegate/pages/7386/attachments/original/1627503782/Prof_Ian_Lowe_report.pdf?
1627503782 
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