A vision for nature conservation in NSW
Preamble
The list of animal and plant species facing extinction in New South Wales is on track to reach 1000
by 2020.i
This includes iconic and beloved species such as the once-abundant koala. Koala numbers are
plummeting in New South Walesii and isolated populations are at great risk of extinction in the near
futureiii,iv.
The diversity of native plants and animals in this state is continuing to decline at an alarming rateiii
despite successive governments having enacted laws and financed programs aimed at reversing
these trends.
The loss and fragmentation of habitat in New South Wales caused by land clearing and urban
development has slowed but not ceasediv.
Feral animals and exotic weeds are widespread, even in protected areasv. Foxes and cats are a
serious threat to many native speciesvi.
Human-induced climate change is resulting in increased temperatures and reduced rainfall in southeastern Australiavii. These changes will compound other threats to native flora and fauna.
The responses of successive governments to this extinction crisis have been patently inadequate. As
the Director General of the IUCN, Julia Marton-Lefèvre, points out, the protection of the natural
world is not simply about protecting beauty. It’s also about protecting our life support system. We
need to safeguard our food and water supplies and protect ourselves from extreme weather viii.
On the eve of the World Parks Congress in Sydney this week, the Nature Conservation Council of
NSW and the National Parks Association of NSW challenge all political parties to embrace our vision
for conservation in New South Wales by investing in action to restore living landscapes and bring
threatened species back from the brinkix.
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Conservation Vision
TERRESTRIAL PARKS
Goal 1
Ensure the survival of all NSW terrestrial ecosystems in perpetuity by conserving at
least 17% of the state in national parks, nature reserves and conservation areas by
2020.x
Actions
 Invest in the acquisition of reserves to ensure that 17% of the state’s natural areas
are fully protected by 2020.
 Full and timely implementation of the NSW National Parks Establishment Plan.xi
 Invest adequately in the management of the conservation estate, including
adequate resources for managing key threats, including invasive species.
Context
 The Australian Government is committed to implementing its obligations under the
Convention on Biological Diversity, including protecting at least 17% of terrestrial
ecosystems in a comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve system by
2020.xii
 Currently only 9% of NSW is protected in reserves.xi
 To match the federal goal there is clearly much work to be done. The NSW National
Parks Establishment Plan needs to be fully implemented.xi
 The NSW Government has added little to the reserve network since the change of
government in 2011.xiii
MARINE PARKS
Goal 2
Ensure the survival of all NSW marine species and ecosystems in perpetuity by
creating a comprehensive, adequate and representative system of marine protected
areas by 2020.
Actions
 Declare Sydney Marine Park this year.
 Immediately restore full protections to existing marine sanctuaries.
 Invest in the management of the marine conservation estate.
Context
 The NSW coastal and off-shore marine estate includes six marine parks: Cape
Byron, Solitary Islands (Coffs Harbour), Port Stephens, Jervis Bay, Batemans Bay,
Lord Howe.
 Marine sanctuaries, those areas that provide maximum protection, cover only 6%
of NSW waters and about 4% of our coastline.xiv
 The Sydney region is the last major unprotected marine region.
 The Coalition government has allowed fishing from beaches and headlands in
marine sanctuary zones. Although supposedly a temporary measure, this is likely to
undermine benefits accrued since the declaration of the marine parks.
FORESTS
Goal 3
Restore 15% of native vegetation and forests to near natural condition by 2050.
Actions



Context







Make the end of native forest logging and native vegetation land clearing by 2021
part of the NSW State Plan.
Invest in the rapid transition from native forest logging to plantation forestry.
Invest in on-farm tree planting and native habitat protection and restoration.
Only 9% of native vegetation and forests were near natural condition as at 2012,
according to NSW State of Environment Report 2012.
Prior to European settlement approximately 80% of NSW had tree woody
vegetation coverxv. That is now less than 40%.xvi
Native forest logging, vegetation loss, and habitat fragmentation is a major cause


CONNECTIVITY
Goal 4
Actions

Context

of species extinction.xvii
Forests capture significant amounts of atmospheric carbon so increasing the state’s
forests will help minimise the climate change effects of CO2 emissions.

New South Wales has a well-managed, well-resources and integrated network of
natural areas across NSW
 Substantially increase investment in the Great Eastern Ranges initiative, one of the
world’s most ambitious habitat connectivity projects.
 Legislate to conserve and properly manage the state’s network of travelling stock
routes.
 Reconnect fractured wildlife habitat by patching gaps and linking forests and other
natural areas across the landscape.
 Habitat fragmentation is a key cause of species extinctions.
 The Great Eastern Ranges Initiative aims to create a 3,600km corridor from north
Queensland to Victoria to enable species to move, adapt to climate change and
survive.xviii
 The state’s travelling stock route system is a priceless store of plants and animals,
provides vital connections between larger habitat remnants and is important
culturally. The network is threatened by government plans to plans to sell and
fragment the routes.xix

GOVERNANCE
Goal 5

Natural areas and native species have strong legal protection against exploitation.

Actions



Context




Enact a suite of strong laws by 2018 that enhance the protections contained in the
Native Vegetation Act, Threatened Species Conservation Act, National Parks and
Wildlife Act, Marine Parks Act and other laws.
NSW was once a leader in conservation law, but environmental protections in
many areas have been weakened.
The NSW Government is reviewing the key laws relating to nature conservation,
which presents opportunities but also threats.
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