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oUR VIsIoN

oUR MIssIoN
As the state’s peak environment organisation, the Nature Conservation Council of NSW represents 
a democratic statewide network of more than 100 local and regional environment groups.

We strive to achieve an ecologically sustainable society through advocacy, education, research, 
understanding and community empowerment.

Since 1955, we have worked successfully to protect wildlife, forests, rivers and oceans and  
mobilised thousands of people to demand real action on climate change.

VIsIoN AND MIssIoN

Nature is respected, protected and embraced by an ecologically sustainable society.

NCC is the state’s peak environment organisation, with a reputation for 

leading effective action and influencing environment protection in NSW. 

NCC is dedicated to protecting and conserving NSW’s wildlife, landscapes and natural resources. We believe 
biodiversity is at the heart of addressing some of our greatest challenges, from climate change and water 
shortages to dealing with natural disasters, improving human health and building a sustainable society.

ABoUt Us
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ChAIR’s RePoRt
The past year has been a time of significant progress and revitalisation 

for the Nature Conservation Council of NSW. 

We have played a driving role in the formation and success of the  

Environmental Liaison Office, a collaborative forum of 10 state-based  

environmental organisations with a shared and detailed mandate for 

positive environmental change in NSW.

Our state is home to an extraordinary diversity of plants, animals and  

living landscapes.

From the arid red lands of the interior to the deep blue of our oceans,  

this intricate web of life is fraying, under severe and increasing pressure 

from climate change, extractive industry, unsustainable land use and 

over-exploitation of natural resources. 

The past year has been a time of  
significant progress and revitalisation 
for the Nature Conservation Council of 
NSW. 

We have played a driving role in  
the formation and success of the  
Environmental Liaison Office, a  
collaborative forum of 10 state-based 
environmental organisations with  
a shared and detailed mandate for 
positive environmental change in NSW.

During the State election in March,  
we produced the Natural Advantage 
platform outlining in detail 99 solu-
tions for a new era of investment in a 
healthier, more resilient environment 
for the benefit of nature, the economy 
and society. 

Natural Advantage is recognised by 
many as the document to read to get 
across the environmental priorities  
and issues currently facing NSW.  
Environment Minister Robyn Parker 
told us it was the first document  
she read upon being appointed to the 
portfolio.

I’m pleased to say NCC’s passion  
and hard work for the environment  
continued to gather pace after the 
election. We have been proactive in 
our partnership with farmers for better  
control of coal seam gas mining in 
NSW; our efforts have demonstrated 

community support for clean energy 
and helped place a price on carbon; 
our innovative bushfire management 
projects are in demand both at home 
and interstate; and our sustainability 
programs have had tremendous  
positive impacts on changing commu-
nity behaviour.

While there are many challenges still 
facing nature, we are hopeful for the 
opportunities to make a real difference 
for its protection.

The use of combined office space with 
our member group, the National Parks 
Association of NSW, has continued 
fruitfully this year and has facilitated 
collaboration between groups. 

The financial health of the organisation 
remains satisfactory in challenging 
economic times. The significant efforts 
of our fundraising program are helping 
to improve the financial sustainability 
of the organisation so we can continue 
and grow our work as the voice for the 
environment in NSW.

In partnership with staff and member 
groups, the NCC Executive has drawn 
skills and knowledge from a wide  
variety of sources for strategic and 
wise advice on a strategic plan to  
keep the organisation effective and 
sustainable over coming years.

A crucial part of our current and  
ongoing success is the dedication and 
professionalism of our staff, led ably 
by CEO Pepe Clarke and supported by  
passionate volunteers. 

Thank you all for going beyond the  
call of duty, working tirelessly for our 
members and a better future for our 
landscapes, wildlife and environment.

We have a unique responsibility to take 
urgent action in defence of nature, to 
ensure that our extraordinary wild 
places are sustained and restored for 
the benefit of future generations. 

This report tells the story of many 
thousands of people who have risen to 
that challenge over the past year. 

Our members, supporters, staff and 
volunteers share a powerful and posi-
tive vision of a world in which nature is 
respected, protected and embraced by 
an ecologically sustainable society. 

It is truly a privilege to work for, and 
with, such a remarkable community of 
individuals and organisations.

My first year with NCC has been  
inspiring, challenging and rewarding. 

Together, we maintained the pressure 
for action on climate change, working 
with our partners to secure a national 
commitment to clean energy and a 
price on pollution. 

Our public advocacy raised the alarm 
on coal seam gas and helped to create 
an opportunity for improved protection 
of farmland, water and natural areas 
from mining and gas development. 

We renewed our efforts to secure a 
more sustainable future for our forests, 
and strenuously opposed attacks on 
our marine parks and sanctuaries. 

We provided an important voice for  
nature in public debates about the  
future of the Murray-Darling Basin, and 
helped to keep the Williams River wild 
and free. 

We worked with our members to win 
improved protection for threatened 
flying foxes and a commitment to  
the ongoing establishment of national 
parks. 

We kept environmental issues on 
the agenda during the NSW election,  
and established constructive working 
relationships with the newly elected 
state government. 

Our community education programs 
have helped households save power,  
reduce waste, switch to clean energy 
and get involved in community action 
for a sustainable future. 

Our fire and biodiversity programs  
continue to lead the way on sustainable 
fire management, translating cutting 
edge fire ecology into policy and land 
management outcomes.  

Throughout the year, we have expanded 
our supporter networks and built our 
public profile, featuring in more than 
350 media articles. 

Our representatives have given freely 
of their time and expertise, providing  
a vital voice for nature on more than 
100 state, national and international 
committees. 

These achievements would not have 
been possible without the generosity 
of our donors, the support of our 
members and the dedication of our  
executive, staff and volunteers. 

Together, we are a powerful voice for 
nature.

Together, we make a real difference.

Ceo’s RePoRt

Prof Donald White Pepe Clarke
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DeCeMBeR

Candidate forums organised in collabo-
ration with NCC members in the Blue 
Mountains, Sutherland and Hunter Val-
ley provided an opportunity for citizens 
to quiz their local candidates on their 
parties’ environmental policies in the 
lead up to the NSW election.  

NCC submitted a formal complaint to 
the Australian Competition and  
Consumer Commission (ACCC), arguing 
that the proposal to establish a state-
run coal coal mine at Cobbora was  
an unlawful abuse of market power that 
would block renewable energy develop-
ment.

JANUARy

An independent review of private  
native forestry operations revealed 
that large areas of old growth forest 
may have been unlawfully approved 
for logging. NCC and the North East  
Forest Alliance called for urgent action to  
remedy the situation.  

In association with the NSW Farmers 
Association, NCC called for the  
implementation of a netting scheme to  
protect orchards and bring an end to 
the practice of shooting threatened  
flying fox species.  

We released a report on planning  
reform, calling for ecologically sustain-
able development to be placed at the 
heart of our planning system.  

FeBRUARy

NCC supporters played a key role in se-
curing a 50% expansion of sanctuary 
zones in Solitary Islands Marine Park 
and a commitment to end commercial 
trawling in Jervis Bay Marine Park. 

During a tour of the mid-North Coast, 
our Chief Executive Officer met with 
NCC members, local candidates and the 
media to discuss key environmental is-
sues in the region.

In the lead up to the NSW election, we 
worked with members and support-
ers along the NSW coast to promote 
positive messages about marine parks 
through media, letters to the editor, 
print advertising and cyberactions. 

MARCh

On the eve of the NSW election, we 
led an alliance of 63 conservation  
organisations representing more than 
230,000 Australians, calling on all  
parties contesting the election to take 
the bold, urgent action needed for a 
better future for the environment.

Our election forum at Parliament 
House, hosted by Quentin Dempster, 
provided a valuable opportunity for 
members of the public to hold our  
political leaders accountable for their 
parties’ environmental policies.  

One week before the election, more 
than 1,200 farmers and conservation-
ists took to the streets to demand  
improved protection for farmland, wa-
ter and natural areas from destructive 
mining and gas development. 

Secured commitment from Department 
of Environment to audit private native 
forestry harvest plans before logging 
commences. 

APRIl

Met with the Premier and Minister for 
the Environment to discuss the new 
government’s approach to environmen-
tal issues.

Worked with national partners to  
organise a rally for climate action. More 
than 4,000 people attended, outnum-
bering the anti-carbon price rally held 
in Sydney on the same day.  

Our community forum on the Murray-
Darling Basin in Orange attracted a  
diverse range of participants and  
extensive regional media coverage. 

MAy 

NCC members, staff and executive 
members met in Bateman’s Bay for our 
2011 Regional Conference. Key topics 
of discussion included illegal logging,  
marine parks and coastal development. 

Launched a collaborative campaign to 
stop the establishment of an 85,000 
hectare coal seam gas field in the heart 
of the Pilliga Forest. 

Our team worked with the Wanaruah 
Land Council to complete a fire  

management strategy and establish 
monitoring sites for traditional  
burning. Since its inception, our 
Hotspots program has developed fire 
and biodiversity plans covering more 
than 100,000 hectares.  

JUNe

Working with national partners, NCC 
helped to organise a climate action 
rally on World Environment Day. Tens 
of thousands of people attended  
rallies around the country, sending  
a strong positive message in support  
of an effective carbon price.  

NSW Government announces the  
implementation of a $5 million flying 
fox netting scheme, consistent with a 
proposal developed by NCC’s expert 
representative in collaboration with the 
NSW Farmers Association. 

More than 200 people attended our 
8th Biennial Bushfire Conference. 
The conference theme was ‘Different  
values, shared landscape’, with more 
than 30 high calibre speakers present-
ing diverse perspectives on biodiver-
sity, risk, indigenous and production 
values.  

JUly 

We launched a campaign against  
a proposed five year moratorium on 
new marine parks and sanctuaries in 
NSW. A broad alliance of conserva-
tion groups, representing more than 
590,000 Australians, condemned the 
State government’s support for the 
moratorium. 

NCC supporters took to the streets of 
Sydney’s CBD at rush hour to collect  
signatures for a petition against the 
construction of two new coal fired power 
stations at Bayswater and Mt Piper. 
Our dedicated volunteers collected 
nearly 700 signatures in one hour.

Our workshop series on food waste  
provided practical advice to help  
households in the City of Sydney to  
reduce the amount of food they waste. 

AUgUst 

Tens of thousands of people across 
the country took to the streets for 
Walk Against Warming, helping to keep  
climate change on the agenda for the 
2010 federal election. 

NCC members, executive and staff  
met in Gulgong, in the Central West,  
for our 2010 Regional Conference. 
The conference provided a great  

opportunity for networking and high-
lighted a range of key issues facing the 
region, including the impacts of mining 
development.  

Our Community Climate Challenge 
helped households in Parramatta 
achieve a 60% reduction in their  
carbon emissions. More than 3,250 
households have participated in the 
Climate Challenge, taking action to 
reduce their carbon footprint at home 
and in their community. 

sePteMBeR

To celebrate the 2010 International 
Year of Biodiversity, NCC members  
organised more than 70 nature-based 
events across the state. 

oCtoBeR

NCC members met in Sydney for  
the 2010 Annual Conference. The  
conference was well attended, with 
positive feedback from participants. 

Following national media coverage 
of our response to the release of the 
Guide to Murray-Darling Basin Plan,  
we met with the Federal Environment 
Minister to present the case for  
adopting ambitious, science-based  
targets for restoring our rivers and 
wetlands to health. 

NCC publicly called on the NSW  
Government to abandon plans for the 
Tillegra Dam, and met with the NSW 
Minister of the Environment’s office 
to highlight the impacts of the dam on 
Ramsar listed wetlands.

NoVeMBeR

The NSW government abandoned  
the proposed marine park moratorium, 
following a hard fought campaign by 
NCC staff and supporters.

In collaboration with state and regional 
environment groups, we launched  
Natural Advantage, our policy platform 
for the 2011 state election. Natural  
Advantage provided the focus for local 
candidate forums in more than a dozen 
locations across the state. 

The NSW government dropped plans 
for the Tillegra Dam, following a  
sustained campaign by NCC members 
and supporters.  

Our public forum on the Murray 
Darling Basin highlighted the need for 
urgent action to restore this mighty river  
system to health.

NCC hIghlIghts
JULY 2010 – JUNE 2011 

March -  More than 1200 farmers and conservationists march for the protection of farmland, water and natural areas from mining impacts.

October - An ambitious, science-based plan is needed for the long-term 

health of the Murray-Darling river system.

“ The dedication of organisations 
such as Nature Conservation 
Council of NSW Inc, along  
with the tireless efforts and 
ongoing support of volunteers 
that continue to progress  
practical environmental action, 
will continue to play a part  
in ensuring a healthy and 
sustainable environment into 
the future.”

  Federal Minister for Sustainability,  
Environment, Water, Population and  
Communities Tony Burke.  
Letter June 2011.
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In recent years, we have inspired tens of thousands of people to take 

action on climate change. This year, we continued that proud tradition, 

working with our members, supporters and partners to build strong  

public support for clean energy and a price on pollution. 

Our deliberative democracy forum in 
Newcastle brought together a cross-
section of the local community to  
examine options for a clean energy  
future in the Hunter Valley. Participants 
supported a rapid transition to a low 
carbon economy and incentives for 
clean energy industries in the Hunter 
region. 

Tens of thousands of people across the 
country took to the streets for Walk 
Against Warming, helping to keep  
climate change on the agenda during 
the 2010 Federal election.

We submitted a formal complaint to the 
Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission, arguing that the proposal 
to establish a state-run coal mine  
at Cobbora was an unlawful abuse of 
market power that would block renew-
able energy development. 

Our work mobilised community support 
for a national price on carbon pollution 
and greater investment in renewable 
energy. Hundreds of NCC supporters 
signed our online petition calling for an 
effective carbon price and funding for 
renewable energy.

We worked with national partners to 
organise an urgent rally for climate  
action in April. More than 4,000  
people attended, outnumbering the  
anti-carbon price rally held in Sydney 
on the same day.

Our supporters played an important 
part in the successful campaign to stop 
retrospective cuts to the solar bonus 
scheme, sending hundreds of emails 
and letters to the Premier and key 
backbenchers. 

We convened a roundtable discussion 
with renewable energy advocates, 
the Property Council of Australia and  
the Shopping Centres Council and  
released a combined statement calling 
for extension of the solar feed-in tariff 
to commercial and industrial premises. 

Working with national partners, we 
helped to organise a climate action 
rally on World environment Day. Tens 
of thousands of people attended rallies 
around the country, sending a strong 
positive message in support of an  
effective carbon price.  

Our green Jobs forum showcased the 
employment opportunities associated 
with the transition to a clean energy 
economy. The event was well received 
by participants, with one participant 
describing it as “Very insightful! Very 
fruitful experience!”.

We took to the streets of Sydney’s CBD 
at rush hour to collect signatures for 
a petition against the construction of 
two new coal fired power stations at 
Bayswater and Mt Piper. Our dedicated 
volunteers collected nearly 700 signa-
tures in one hour.

We worked with the Hunter Environment 
Lobby to secure state and national me-
dia coverage for their legal challenge 
to the Ulan coal mine expansion. If  
approved, the mine expansion would  
result in an additional 575 million 
tonnes of carbon pollution.  

More than 6,000 people turn up to show their support for climate action in Sydney.

ClIMAte

Clean energy from the sun. Part of our clean energy future.
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MININg 
AND gAs

The rapid and unrestrained expansion of mining and coal seam gas  

extraction is having a devastating impact on local communities and the 

environment. Our work has helped to create a unique opportunity for  

improved protection of farmland, water and natural areas from mining 

and gas development.  

Our public advocacy helped raise 
awareness of the impacts of the coal 
seam gas industry and build public  
support for a moratorium on coal 
seam gas development until strong 
environmental safeguards are in place. 

One week before the NSW election, we 
organised a public rally attended by 
more than 1,200 farmers and conserva-
tionists to demand improved protection 
for farmland, water and natural areas 
from destructive mining and gas devel-
opment. 

In collaboration with our members, we 
launched a high profile campaign to 
stop the establishment of an 85,000 
hectare coal seam gas field in the heart 
of the Pilliga Forest, the largest tem-
perate woodland in eastern Australia.  

We are working actively with our  
members to protect the stunning rock 
formations and natural diversity of the 
Gardens of Stone from open cut coal 
mining, by reserving this iconic area as 
a state conservation area.   

We co-hosted a public forum on  
the environmental impacts of coal 
seam gas and coal mining. Farmers, 
conservationists and scientists found 
common ground at the forum, calling 
for a moratorium on exploration and 
mining licences.

Our mining and gas working group 
brings experienced campaigners  
together to exchange information,  
discuss state level policy issues and  
coordinate advocacy activities. 

We have played an active role on  
the stakeholder reference group  
established by the NSW government 
to provide advice on mining and gas 
reform, arguing strongly for improved 
protection for water resources and  
natural areas.  .

Coal seam gas exploratory drill hole photographed during our CEO’s trip to the Pilliga in June 2011.

More than 1000 farmers and conservationists from around NSW 

urged stricter controls on the coal seam gas industry at a rally 

through Sydney streets.

Our CEO, member groups and supporters were among 150 people that gathered in Ben Bullen State Forest to 
see one of the areas currently under threat from open-cut mining 
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MARINe

Following our successful campaign to stop a five year moratorium on 

marine parks, our supporters secured improved protection for grey nurse 

sharks and significant conservation outcomes at Solitary Islands and  

Jervis Bay marine parks. However, these gains have since been reversed, 

with the newly elected NSW government rolling back marine protection 

measures and ordering an independent review of marine park science.    

Our campaign against a proposed five 
year moratorium on new marine parks 
and sanctuaries brought together a 
broad alliance of conservation groups, 
representing more than half a million 
people. Our campaign attracted  
widespread media coverage and public 
support, ultimately forcing government 
to drop its support for the proposal.   

Our supporters made more than 1,750 
submissions in favour of improved 
conservation outcomes for Solitary 
Islands and Jervis Bay marine parks. 
Their efforts were rewarded when  
the NSW government announced  
new zoning plans, featuring larger 
sanctuary zones, reduced commercial 
fishing activity and improved species 
protection measures.

Building on our longstanding campaign 
to save grey nurse sharks from  
extinction, we worked successfully  
with our members to secure improved 
protection for this critically endan-
gered species at Fish Rock and Green 
Island. 

In the lead up to the state election, we 
worked with members along the NSW 
coast to promote positive messages 
about marine parks through the  
media, letters to the editor, calls to local 
members, print advertising and online 
actions.

Unfortunately, the newly elected state 
government has since rolled back  
marine protection measures at Solitary 
Islands, Jervis Bay, Fish Rock and Green 
Island. We have strenuously opposed 
these changes, calling on government 
to heed the overwhelming scientific 
evidence and public support for marine 
parks and sanctuaries.  

Our representatives on statutory fisher-
ies management committees continue 
to play an important role, advocating 
for sustainable fisheries management 
and protection of marine species and 
habitat.

Our team delivered a series of marine 
park seminars for school students, 
scuba divers and interested members 
of the public. 

We launched a new website aimed  
at drawing attention to the declining 
conservation status of sharks around 
the world.  

We made a submission supporting the 
listing of the shortfin mako and dusky 
mako sharks as ‘vulnerable’ under  
federal environmental law.

Male weedy sea dragons take a lead role in child rearing, looking 
after eggs until they hatch. 

“ It has been a pleasure standing 
shoulder to shoulder with  
passionate colleagues in NCC 
over the past year fighting for a 
better future for the threatened 
marine life of NSW”

  Darren Kindleysides,  
Director of Australian Marine Conservation Society
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FoRests

Our native forests provide essential habitat for native plants and wildlife, 

provide clean air and fresh water, protect our soil and store enormous 

amounts of carbon. In this, the International Year of Forests, we renewed 

our efforts to secure a more sustainable future for our forests, working 

with our members across the state.  

Following reports that private native 
forestry operations had unlawfully  
destroyed threatened species habitat, 
we secured a commitment from the 
Office of Environment and Heritage to 
audit private native forestry harvest 
plans before logging commences. 

We commissioned a review of logging 
breaches in our state forests, to 
strengthen the case for increased  
penalties for illegal logging, improved 
compliance and enforcement programs 
and restoration of third party rights to 
take legal action.  

Throughout the year, we supported 
regional member campaigns on  
forest issues, with a focus on private 
native forestry, koala habitat and  
forestry breaches in the north and  
logging and woodchips in the south.

We helped to secure a government 
commitment to review protocols for 
the identification and protection of old 
growth forest on private land, fol-
lowing an independent audit which 
found that large areas of old growth  
forest had been unlawfully approved for  
logging. 

Following a resolution at our annual 
conference calling for an end to native 
forest logging, we commissioned an  
independent analysis of options and 
opportunities for making a transition to 
a plantation-based timber industry.

We worked with our members to  
organise a national forest forum in 
Bateman’s Bay, focused on securing 
a more sustainable future for our  
forests in the wake of Gunns’ decision 
to withdraw from native forest logging 
in Tasmania.    

Building on new scientific find-
ings about forest carbon storage, we  
actively promoted the vital role of 
native forests in combating climate 
change in our public advocacy and 
through our participation in the Austra-
lian Forests and Climate Alliance. 

Our members and supporters responded 
strongly to our call to action follow-
ing the NSW government’s decision to 
extend hunting in state forests, with 
dozens of letters to the editor and  
extensive media coverage. 
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sPeCIes AND 
eCosysteMs 

Protecting the diversity of life is central to our vision and purpose. 

This year, we worked with our members to secure improved protection  

for threatened species, protect natural areas and invite the broader  

community to celebrate the beauty and diversity of nature.  

Following years of sustained advocacy, 
our expert representative successfully 
negotiated a government commitment 
to end licenced shooting of vulnerable 
grey-headed flying foxes, together 
with a $5 million crop netting scheme 
for affected farmers.  

Our election policy platform, Natural 
Advantage, strongly emphasised the 
benefits of nature conservation, calling 
for the creation of new national parks 
and wilderness areas, increased invest-
ment in conservation and stronger  
protection for threatened species.  

In the lead up to the state election,  
we welcomed the creation of new  
protected areas, including 70,000 
hectares of national parks in the state’s 
west, the 34,000 Curracabundi Wilder-
ness and the Mugii Murum-ban State 
Conservation Area. 

To celebrate the International Year  
of Biodiversity, we worked with our 
members to organise more than 70 
nature-based events across the state, 
including bush walks, birdwatching, bio-
diversity surveys and bush restoration.

Through our role on the Natural  
Resources Advisory Council, we

provided high level policy advice  
on natural resource management  
issues, including protection of native 
vegetation, forestry regulation and  
sustainable water management. 

We worked to promote landscape  
connectivity through our role on the 
Great Eastern Ranges Initiative steer-
ing committee and our participation in 
the Linking Landscapes collaboration. 

We worked actively to promote effective 
management of invasive species, 
through public advocacy, lobbying,  
law reform submissions and our role  
on the NSW noxious weeds advisory  
committee.  

Our submission in response to the draft 
NSW Biodiversity Strategy provided 
detailed recommendations for improv-
ing the strategy, following consultation 
with our members.

We worked with the Environmental  
Defender’s Office and the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature to or-
ganise public seminars on biodiversity 
law and policy.  

Our submission in response to a review 
of state threatened species legislation 
was informed by valuable input from 
our members. 

The grey-headed flying fox is listed nationally as vulnerable to extinction.
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RIVeRs AND 
WetlANDs

Our rivers and wetlands are under critical stress due to a long history 

of catchment degradation and unsustainable water extraction. This year, 

we provided an important voice for nature in public debates about the 

future of the Murray-Darling Basin and worked with members to save the 

Williams River from a major dam proposal.      

In a year characterised by conflict 
over the future of the Murray-Darling  
Basin, we promoted science-based 
targets for restoring our rivers and 
wetlands to health, meeting with key 
policy-makers and securing extensive 
media coverage throughout the year.   

We continue to play an active role in the 
Inland Rivers Network, working with 
state and national partners to protect 
and restore the rivers and wetlands of 
the Murray-Darling Basin. 

In collaboration with the Inland Rivers 
Network, we organised community 
forums on the Murray-Darling Basin. 
Each forum attracted a diverse range of 
stakeholders, including conservation-
ists, floodplain graziers, irrigators and 
freshwater anglers.

Following a sustained campaign by  
our members and supporters, the NSW 
government abandoned plans for the 
Tillegra Dam, allowing the Williams 
River to run free and preventing  
serious impacts on the internationally 
significant Hunter estuary wetlands.     

We secured improved protection for 
groundwater by negotiating legislative 
amendments that require state signifi-
cant developments – including mining 
and gas proposals – to obtain an aquifer 
interference approval.   

Our nominees provide an essential 
voice for nature on statutory water 
management committees, ensuring 
that rivers and wetlands receive essen-
tial environmental flows. 

Williams River in the mist. Photo Paul McNamara
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PlANNINg AND 
DeVeloPMeNt 

For decades, our members have been at the forefront of campaigns to 

secure improved planning and development outcomes in their local area. 

Together, we have helped to create the conditions for a comprehensive 

review of our state’s planning system. We must sieze this opportunity to 

create a more open and sustainable planning system for NSW.  

Our report on the state of planning, 
released in collaboration with the  
Environmental Defender’s Office, pres-
ents a compelling case for reform, with  
a strong emphasis on public participa-
tion, transparency, accountability and 
environmental outcomes.   

Our opposition to the concentration 
of planning powers in the Minister  
for Planning was vindicated by the  
Independent Commission Against  
Corruption (ICAC), which found that  
the broad discretion available to the 
Minister created a corruption risk.

Following calls for increased develop-
ment on the outskirts of Sydney, we 
released a joint statement with the 
Western Sydney Conservation Alliance, 
highlighting the negative social and en-
vironmental impacts of urban sprawl.  

In collaboration with the Total Environ-
ment Centre, we released a Liveable 
Western Sydney policy, aimed at  
curtailing urban sprawl, improving  
public transport, retaining green  
spaces and reducing air pollution. 

Regional tours provided opportunities 
to highlight the environmental impacts 
of poorly planned development, par-
ticularly in sensitive coastal locations.  

In the lead up to the state election, we 
renewed our calls for a thorough review 
of the NSW planning system, challeng-
ing all parties contesting the election 
to present their vision for a more open, 
transparent and sustainable planning 
system. 

The NSW government has committed 
to a comprehensive review of the  
Environmental Planning and Assess-
ment Act 1979. We are participating  
actively in the review, and aim to actively 
engage and support our members  
during the review consultation period. 

We welcomed the decision by the new 
State government to abolish Part 3A 
of NSW’s planning laws, beginning with 
an immediate halt to new applications. 
This was a long-standing campaign goal 
for NCC and its member groups.

The NCC was invited by the State  
government to sit on the stakeholder 
advisory group to inform its Regional 
Strategic Land Use Policy that aims 
to protect natural areas and farmland 
from the impacts of coal seam gas  
activities.
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sUstAINABle 
lIVINg 

Our community education programs have helped thousands of households 

save power, reduce waste, switch to clean energy and get involved in  

community action for a sustainable future

More than 3,250 households have  
participated in our Community Climate 
Challenge, reducing their carbon foot 
print at home and in their community. 

Households in the Parramatta Climate 
Challenge achieved a 60% reduction  
in carbon emissions. Our strong  
partnerships with local community or-
ganisations helped us reach more than 
420 households across Parramatta.

We worked with the Frankston City 
community to implement the Frankston 
City Climate Challenge in schools and 
with community members. In Frankston 
779 households achieved an average 
reduction of 3.24 tonnes of carbon  
dioxide equivalent per household. 

Households across the state responded 
to our Solar Challenge, installing rooF 
top solar systems with a total capacity 
of nearly 200 kilowatts. By encourag-
ing households to make the switch 
to solar power, the Solar Challenge 
has achieved real savings in carbon 
emissions and helped to promote the  
environmental and financial benefits of 
renewable energy.

Our Food Waste Challenge is a  
behaviour change program which  
educates households on how to reduce 

the amount of edible food wasted every 
day. Nearly 100 people participated in 
the Food Waste Challenge with 98%  
of participants indicating that the  
workshop series had given them the 
knowledge and skills to implement food 
waste avoidance strategies in their  
daily lives. Following a successful pilot 
program with the City of Sydney, we 
have now secured funding to extend 
and expand the program in 2011-2012.

In partnership with recycling and waste 
management companies, we called for 
greater investment in recycling and 
product stewardship policies from 
the major parties contesting the 2010  
Federal election.

We welcomed the introduction of  
national product stewardship 
legislation with greater producer  
responsibility and prioritised plans 
for comprehensive recycling schemes 
for e-waste, tyres, batteries and other 
products.

 “ Just wanted to say thanks for 
the Food Waste workshops. I 
think it’s a wonderful community 
initiative you’ve started. I have 
personally benefited from the 
workshops, they’ve made  
me more aware of my food  
consumption and waste”

   Food Waste Challenge participant,  
City of Sydney

Year 4 students at Kingsley Park School show artwork made from recycled materials.

Members of the Parramatta Eels take the Climate Challenge.
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FIRe AND  
BIoDIVeRsIty

Our fire and biodiversity programs play a unique role in linking and  

embedding sustainable fire management into bushfire risk plans,  

regional planning and state-level policy frameworks. Our team translates 

up-to-date fire ecology science into on-ground training for the protection 

of life, property and biodiversity.

Since its inception, our Hotspots  
program has developed fire and  
biodiversity plans covering more than 
100,000 hectares. Hotspots is now 
established in six catchment manage-
ment areas with further expansion  
anticipated over the next five years.

Over the past three years, Hotspots  
has delivered 35 workshops to 339 
landholders producing 105 property 
plans covering an estimated 42,862 
hectares across NSW. 

This year, we developed a streamlined 
two-day workshop providing landhold-
ers and land managers with essential 
skills, refined content and scientific 
support for incorporating biodiversity 
into bushfire management practices 
and plans.

Our team worked with the Wanaruah 
Land Council to complete a fire  
management strategy. We are work-
ing with other Aboriginal communities 
to explore synergies and learning  
opportunities between contemporary 
and traditional fire management  
practices for biodiversity conservation.

More than 240 people attended the 
Bushfire Program’s 8th Biennial 
Conference. The conference theme was 
‘Bushfire in the Landscape: Different 
values, a shared vision’, with 28 high 

calibre speakers addressing biodiver-
sity, Indigenous, agricultural and risk 
values. Delegates from seven states 
and territories attended, representing 
43 groups including government  
agencies, various academic institutions, 
consultants and community groups 
produced a shared vision for advancing 
ecologically sustainable bushfire  
management.

Our community workshops on fire 
and biodiversity in Gulgong, Taree, 
Blue Mountains and Canberra provided  
an opportunity for the community,  
land managers and our bushfire  
representatives to learn and apply 
practical knowledge about fire ecology 
and risk management.

Our Renewal after Fire workshop in 
Canberra, held in partnership with the 
Conservation Council of ACT, explored 
for the first time the impacts following 
the 2003 bushfires, both from a biodi-
versity and a fire planning perspective.

Our bushfire representatives play an 
integral role on more than 40 Bush 
Fire Management Committees, with 
their main task this year to ensure that 
environmental assets such as threat-
ened species were considered in the  
development of the multi-agency Bush 
Fire Risk Management Plans. 

A bushfire representative’s retreat at 
Bundenna provided an opportunity for 
networking and knowledge exchange 
among our volunteers from across the 
state. 

Our Bushfire Advisory Committee 
continued to review environmental  
policy, produce fact sheets and respond 
to emergent bushfire issues.

Land management agencies working together at Wanaruah, NSW.
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The state’s leading environment groups have harnessed a genuine  

desire for closer collaboration into a dedicated Environmental Liaison  

Office working for positive conservation outcomes across NSW. Our  

Natural Advantage policy platform for the state election received praise 

from political candidates and community members and will be a useful 

working document during the next term of government. 

Our strong reputation with journalists and a demonstrated ability to secure 

media coverage have helped drive public awareness of our campaigns and 

enhance the reputation of the NCC. In the past year, NCC featured in more 

than 350 media articles on key environmental issues, including climate  

policy, marine parks, biodiversity and renewable energy.

We played a key role in restoring  
and reinvigorating the Environmental  
Liaison Office, an important institu-
tion for promoting active collaboration 
between leading NSW environment 
groups and facilitating effective  
engagement with the NSW Parliament.

In collaboration with state and regional 
environment groups, we launched  
Natural Advantage, our policy  
platform for the 2011 NSW election. We 
worked with our members and partners 
to identify nearly one hundred policy 
solutions to our most pressing envi-
ronmental challenges. Our election  
platform informed and influenced  
policy debate and attracted positive  
feedback from canddates and the 
broader community. 

Natural Advantage provided the  
focus for local candidate forums in 
more than a dozen locations across 
the state, including the Blue Mountains, 
Sutherland and Hunter Valley. These 

forums gave members of the public 
an important opportunity to quiz their 
local candidates on their parties’ envi-
ronmental policies in the lead up to the 
NSW election. 

Our state election forum at Parliament 
House, hosted by Quentin Dempster, 
provided a valuable opportunity 
for members of the public to hold our  
political leaders accountable for their 
parties’ environmental policies.  

In the lead up to the NSW election,  
we led a broad alliance of more  
than 60 conservation organisations 
representing more than 230,000  
Australians, calling on all parties  
contesting the election to take the 
bold, urgent action needed for a better  
future for the environment.

We produced a scorecard of the State 
government’s environmental perfor-
mance in its first 100 days, highlight-
ing achievements and recommending 
areas for policy improvement.

Through coordinated advocacy and  
a constructive approach to key  
environmental policy issues, we have 
established open and productive lines 
of communication with the Premier, 
Ministers and Members of Parliament. 

NCC continues to significantly boost  
its profile in the media and public  
affairs arena through proactive media 
strategies and a strong reputation 
with journalists and news outlets.

We received more than 350 positive 
media mentions in print, radio, televi-
sion and online media. Our CEO Pepe 
Clarke has appeared on national TV, a 
cable current affairs program hosted by 
Graham Richardson, and national and 
local radio networks across Australia. 

Positive media coverage on a range of 
key issues, including mining and gas, 
climate change and local and state 
wide planning issues have enhanced 
our campaign efforts and strengthened 
our reputation as the voice for nature 
in NSW.

Early this year we launched a new, 
more interactive website.  It has a very 
readable, clean design approach with 
many easy entry points for the visitor. 
It features a strong news focus, promi-

nent fundraising options, and offers  
diverse tools to convey our messages 
and engage users in online action. 

Reader numbers for our online news-
letter, Nature News Online, have 
grown by about 25% in the past year, 
confirming its important role as an  

effective source of timely information 
on environmental issues, promotion for 
our good work and engagement with 
a broader target audience. More than 
13% of traffic on our organisation’s 
website is currently generated from our 
online newsletter.

Social media participation through 
Facebook, Twitter, Flickr and YouTube 
has created an extended network  
of community members and online  
influencers able to share ideas, partici-
pate in discussions, support events and 
activities, and inspire action. 

We have helped dozens of member 
groups secure local and statewide  
media coverage of their environmental 
issues and campaigns.

eNVIRoNMeNtAl lIAIsoN oFFICe

Member of the Environmental Liaison Office with Environment Minister Frank Sartor at the Natural Advantage Launch. CEO Pepe Clarke addresses the media outside of the Land and Environment Court

MeDIA AND CoMMUNICAtIoNs

“ I commend the efforts of  
the Nature Conservation 
Council of NSW, which  
has clearly demonstrated  
proactive leadership in  
the field of environment 
advocacy and conservation.”

  NSW Premier Barry O’Farrell.  
Letter 2 May 2011
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We work closely with our more than 100 local and regional environment 

groups to co-ordinate and develop NSW-based campaigns for the  

protection and restoration of our natural world. Our vibrant and effective 

network of grassroots groups forms a united front in opposition to the 

ever increasing threats to our natural and urban environments. 

NCC members met in Sydney for the 2010 
Annual Conference. The conference was 
well attended, with positive feedback 
from participants. Policy discussions were  
wide ranging, with a particular emphasis  
on climate change, species and forest  
conservation. 

NCC members, executive and staff met 
in Gulgong, in the Central West, for 
our 2010 Regional Conference. The  
conference provided a great opportunity 
for networking and highlighted a range  
of key issues facing the region, including 
the impacts of mining development.  

NCC members, staff and executive  
members met in Bateman’s Bay for our 
2011 Regional Conference. Key topics of 
discussion included illegal logging, marine 
parks and coastal development. 

To celebrate the 2010 International Year 
of Biodiversity, NCC members organised 
more than 70 nature-based events across 
the state. 

During a tour of the mid-North Coast, 
our Chief Executive Officer met with 
NCC members, local candidates and the  
media to discuss key environmental issues  
in the region, including private native  
forestry, marine conservation and unsus-
tainable coastal development. Local radio 
and newspaper covered the visit, highlight-
ing local and state environmental issues on 
the election agenda.

MeMBeRs

Coastwatcher’s Sheila Monahan, NCC Chair Prof Don White, NCC CEO Pepe Clarke and South East Region 

Conservation Alliance’s Keith Hughes at the Regional Conference in Bateman’s Bay.

Member groups discuss a new forest policy at our 2010 Annual Conference. 

MeMBeR gRoUPs
ADI Residents Action Group

Alpine Riverkeepers

Alternative Technology Association

Association for Berowra Creek Inc.

Australian Association of Bush Regenerators (NSW) Ltd.

Australian Conservation Foundation - Central Coast Branch

Australian Conservation Foundation - Shoalhaven Branch

Australian Network For Plant Conservation

Australian Plants Society NSW Ltd

Bankstown Bushland Society Inc.

Bellingen Environment Centre

Berowra & District Community Association Inc.

Bicycle NSW

Bird Observation & Conservation Australia

Birding NSW

Blacktown & District Environment Group Inc.

Blue Mountains Conservation Society Inc

Cables Downunder

Camphor Laurel Research Centre

Castlecrag Conservation Society Inc.

Central West Environment Council Inc.

Chipbusters

Clarence Environment Centre Inc.

Coast and Wetlands Society Inc.

Columban Mission Institute Centre for Peace, Ecology & 

Justice

Community Environment Network Inc.

Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs NSW Inc

Curl Curl Lagoon Friends Inc.

Dubbo Field Naturalist & Conservation Society Inc.

EcoNetwork-Port Stephens Inc.

EcoTransit Sydney Inc

Fairfield City Indigenous Flora Park

Fivebough and Tuckerbil Wetlands Trust Inc

Friends of Currawong

Friends of Quarantine Station Inc

Friends of the Mongarlowe River Inc

Friends of the Pilliga

Friends of Tumblebee Inc

Frog & Tadpole Study Group 

Gloucester Environment Group

Goulburn Field Naturalist Society

Great Lakes Environment Association Inc

Green Corridor Coalition Inc

Green Shareholders

Hornsby Conservation Society Inc.

Hunter Community Environment Centre

Inner West Environment Group Inc.

Jervis Bay Regional Alliance Inc

Johnsons Creek Conservation Committee Inc

Kangaroo Protection Co-operative Ltd

Ku-ring-gai Bat Conservation Society Inc

Lake Macquarie Coastal & Wetlands Alliance Inc

Lake Wollumboola Protection Association Inc

Lane Cove Bushland Conservation Society Inc

Linnean Society of NSW Inc

Mosman Parks & Bushland Association Inc

Mudgee District Environment Group Inc

Murrumbidgee Field Naturalists Inc

Nambucca Valley Conservation Association Inc

National Parks Association of NSW Inc

Native Bird Liberation Alliance

Nepean Action Group

No Tillegra Dam Group Inc

North Coast Environment Council Inc

NSW Wildlife Council Inc

NSW WIRES

Oatley Flora & Fauna Conservation Society Inc

Orange Field Naturalist & Conservation Society

Orienteering Association of NSW

ORRCA Inc

OzGREEN

PACTEC Inc

Parks & Playgrounds Movement Inc

Parramatta Climate Action Network (ParraCAN)

Razorback Environment Protection Society Inc

River Canoe Club of NSW Inc

Robertson Environmental Protection Society Inc

Ryde Environment Group

Ryde Hunters Hill Flora & Fauna Preservation Society Inc

Rylstone District Environment Society Inc

Save Manly Dam Catchment Committee Inc

Scotts Head Protection Group Inc

SCRAP Ltd

South East Region Conservation Alliance

STEP Inc

Sustainable Population Australia (NSW Branch) Inc

Sutherland Shire Environment Centre Inc

Sweetwater Action Group Inc

Sydney Environmental Education Network

The Bush Club Inc

The Coastwatchers Association Inc

The Colo Committee

The Colong Foundation for Wilderness Ltd

The David G. Stead Memorial Wildlife Research Foundation 

of Australia

The Hills Shire Council Bushland Conservation Committee

The Wilderness Society (Sydney) Inc

Total Environment Centre Inc

Ulitarra Conservation Society Inc

Upper Middle Harbour Conservation Society

Western Sydney Conservation Alliance Inc

Wildlife Preservation Society of Australia of Australia Inc

Willoughby Environmental Protection Association Inc

Wolli Creek Preservation Society Inc

YHA NSW Ltd
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Hume Zone 

Hunter Valley/Singleton/Muswellbrook 

Hunters Hill/Lane Cove/Ryde/Willoughby 

Illawarra 

Kempsey 

Lake George 

Lake Macquarie 

Lower Hunter 

Macarthur 

Manly/Mosman/North Sydney 

Mid Murray 

Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area 

Nambucca 

New England 

Northern Rivers 

Northern Tablelands 

Orana 

Riverina 

Shoalhaven

Snowy/Monaro 

Warringah/Pittwater 

Wingecarribee

Wyong 

hotsPots ADVIsoRy CoMMIttee MeMBeRs

Pepe Clarke and Rob Pallin, NCC 

Greg Banks and Dr Anne Miehs, NCC Bushfire Program 

Lucian McElwain, Department of Environment, Climate 
Change and Water 

Dr Simon Heemstra and Lana Andrews, NSW Rural Fire  
Service 

Dr Penny Watson, University of Wollongong 

Brian Tomalin and David Lee, NSW Farmers Association 

David Merrikin and Geoff Forster, Catchment Management 
Authority 

Craig Welden, South East Queensland Fire and Biodiversity 
Consortium 

Geoff Hudson, Local Government and Shires Association 

Tim McGuffog, Forests NSW 

Rob Colless, NSW Lands and Property Management  
Authority    

FIsheRIes AND MARINe MANAgeMeNt

Abalone Management Advisory Committee 

Advisory Council on Recreational Fishing 

Estuary General Management Advisory Committee

Estuary Prawn Trawl Management Advisory Committee 

Fisheries Research Advisory Body 

Lobster Management Advisory Committee 

Marine & Estuarine Recreational Charter MAC 

Marine Parks Advisory Council 

Ocean Hauling Management Advisory Committee 

Ocean Trap and Line Management Advisory Committee 

Ocean Trawl Management Advisory 

Recreational Fishing Saltwater Trust Expenditure  
Committee 

Resource Assessment Review Committee 

Seafood Industry Advisory Council 

INteRNAtIoNAl CoNseRVAtIoN

Australian Committee for the IUCN

NAtURe ResoURCe MANAgeMeNt

Western Lands Advisory Council

Natural Resources Advisory Council 

NSW Noxious Weeds Advisory Committee

Roadside Environment Committee 

PARtNeRshIPs AND AllIANCes

By forging strong coalitions and partnerships with other 
like-minded organisations, the NCC is building a stronger 
environment movement that can respond to the threats 
against the environment in NSW and beyond.

Australian Forest and Climate Alliance

Boomerang Alliance

Climate Action Network Australia

Climate Justice Alliance

Conservation Councils of Australia

International Union for the Conservation of Nature

Inland Rivers Network

Lock the Gate

Rivers SOS Alliance

Save the Williams River Coalition

Sydney Alliance

RePReseNtAtIVes

NCC stands for the interest of the environment on more 
than 100 committees and boards across NSW. We are also 
represented on national and international committees. 
Thank you to all our representatives for their hard work 
and dedication.

CoMMIttee RePReseNtAtIVes

Energy Australia Customer Council

Environmental Contingency Allowance Operations Advisory 
Committee

Environmental Trust Board

Environmental Trust Marine Parks Subcommittee

Environmental Trust Technical Review Committees

Environmental Trust Technical Review Committees: Envi-
ronmental Restoration and Rehabilitation

Karst Management Advisory Committee

Lake Cowal Foundation

Land and Environment Court Users Group

Mount Grenfell Historic Site Board of Management

Mutawintji National Park Board of Management

NSW Council on Environmental Education

NSW Flying Fox Consultative Committee

NSW Roadside Environment Committee

Regional Communities Consultative Committee

Royal National Park Deer Working Party

Rural Fire Service Advisory Council

Western Lands Advisory Council

Worrimi Community Lands Board of Management

BUshFIRe MANAgeMeNt CoMMIttees 

Bushfire Coordinating Committee

Baulkham Hills 

Bankstown/Hurstville 

Bega Valley 

Bellingen 

Bland-Temora 

Blue Mountains 

Canobolas 

Castlereagh

Coffs Harbour 

Cumberland 

Eurobodalla

Evans/Bathurst/Oberon

Far North Coast 

Gloucester 

Greater Taree 

Hawkesbury 

Hay/Carrathool 

Hornsby/Ku-ring-Gai 

PARtNeRs 
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ExECUTIvE LIST 

Sally Castle

John Hibberd, 

Megan Kessler

Jim Morrison, Vice Chairperson

Robert Pallin, Honorary Secretary

Anne Reeves

James Ryan, Honorary Treasurer

Mark Selmes, 

Bev Smiles

Haydn Washington

James Whelan

Prof. Don White, Chairperson

STAFF LIST 

Lesley Andrew, Sustainability Program Officer

Greg Banks, Bushfire Project Officer

Paula Brown, Marine Campaigner

Pepe Clarke, Chief Executive Officer

Kathie Hewitt, Administration Officer

Naomi Hogan, Environmental Liaison Officer

Jane Garcia, Media and Communications Officer

Shaun Gilchrist, Outreach Officer

Kate McShea, Hotspots Fire Project Officer

Anne Miehs, Bushfire Project Manager

Rachel Mimmo, Sustainability Program Manager

Larissa Olenych, Fundraiser Campaigner 

Waminda Parker Hotspots Manager

Peter Walford, Not for Profit Bookkeeping

FORMER STAFF THAT LEFT  
DURING THE PAST YEAR

Ben Birt

Holly Creenaune

Sally Hunt

Rebecca Le May

Justin McKee

Su Fei Tan 

Tonia Tschanz

vOLUNTEERS 

Rachel Armstrong 

Alice Blackwood

Madeleine Boyd

Rosemary Corkill

Gareth DeVoe

Bruce Diekman

Lauren Francis

Kim Holliday

Jason Huang

Zahrah Imtiaz

Bill Jarvis

Nui Jorgensen

Lesley Killen

Melodi Kocak

Nicole Liu

Kait McManus 

Aleksander Tsoy 

Leo Tsoy

All of our 2010 Walk Against Warming and  
No New Coal action volunteers

oUR teAM

NAtIoNAl PARks AND WIlDlIFe seRVICe 

Alpine Resorts Plan Reference Group

Great Eastern Ranges Initiative 
(Subcommittee of NSW Environmental Trust)

Dunphy Wilderness Fund Reference Group

Kangaroo Management Advisory Committee

Karst Management Advisory Committee

NPWS Advisory Council

NPWS Game Service Bird Management Committee

NSW Flying Fox Consultative Committee

National Parks and Wildlife Advisory Council

National Parks and Wildlife Regional Advisory Committee 

BoARDs oF MANAgeMeNt

Biamanga National Park 

Gulaga National Park

Mt Grenfell Historic Site 

Mutawintji National Park 

Worimi Community Lands 

RegIoNAl ADVIsoRy CoMMIttees

Blue Mountains Region Advisory Committee

Central Coast Hunter Range Advisory Committee

Far South Coast Region Advisory Committee

Far West Region Advisory Committee

Hartley Historic Site Region Advisory Committee

Hunter Region Advisory Committee

Metropolitan North East Region Advisory Committee

Metropolitan South West Region Advisory Committee

North Coast Region Advisory Committee

Northern Plains Region Advisory Committee

Northern Rivers Region Advisory Committee

Northern Tablelands Region Advisory Committee

South Coast Region Advisory Committee

Southern Ranges Region Advisory Committee

Western Rivers Region Advisory Committee

WAste/CheMICAl

Compliance Assessment Advisory Committee (Gwydir)

Environment Protection Authority Board

Hazardous Chemicals Advisory Committee

Load Based Licensing Technical Review Panel

NSW Litter and Illegal Dumping Alliance

WAteR 

Australian Wetland Association

Border Rivers Regulated River Management Committee

Inland Rivers Network Steering Committee

Macquarie-Cudgegong Environmental Flows Reference Group

Murrumbidgee Environmental Water Reference Group

NSW Contaminated Site Auditor Scheme

Sydney Catchment Authority Board

State Water Corporation Community Customer Council

Water for Life - Education Program Reference Group

PARtNeRs 
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The generous donations of our  
supporters allow NCC to respond to 
emerging conservation issues and  
expand our capacity when needed, so 
we can put forward a strong and inde-
pendent voice for threatened species, 
native forests and natural landscapes, 
urban bushland, marine environments, 
renewable energy and our climate. 

Our increasing number of NCC  
supporters should feel proud of their 
contribution to building a healthy and 
sustainable future for NSW. Your kind 
financial donations, active participa-
tion in signing petitions and remarkable 
direct engagement in asking election 
candidates about their policies for  
the environment have made a big  
difference to the success of our  
programs and campaigns this year. 

A special thank you to the growing 
number of our Voice for Nature regular 
givers. Thank you for providing us with  
a reliable source of funding so we  
can respond to urgent needs the  
moment they arise, as well as funding 
long-term campaigns needed to secure 
a sustainable future. Your ongoing  
support is greatly appreciated.

The NCC would like to express our 
heartfelt condolences to the family and 
friends of those supporters who passed 
away this year. We would especially  
like to recognise the generosity of  
those people who left a gift in their will 
during 2009-2010. Their thoughtful 
contribution will help leave a lasting 
legacy for future generations.

thANk yoU FoR yoUR sUPPoRt

Our sincere thank you to our Voice for Nature regular supporters and 

the many individuals and community groups that through their generous 

support have helped protect the NSW environment. You are at the heart 

of the successes we’ve enjoyed this past year. Thank you!

We at the NCC are  
continually inspired by 
the dedication and  
generosity of donors like 
you who answer the call 
to give as we address  
the challenges facing our 
precious environment. 

Thank you all.

2010 NsW eNVIRoNMeNt AWARD 
WINNeRs
The Environment Awards celebrate and acknowledge the inspiring

contributions made by NCC member groups, environmental groups and

individuals over the past year throughout NSW.

2010 AWARD
 W

IN
N

ERS

Congratulations to the 
winners of the 2010 
Awards…

Marie Byles Award for the most outstanding new environmental campaign

100% Renewables Community Campaign

Climate Award for the most inspiring climate action initiative by a community 
climate change group

ParraCAN

Nature Conservation Council Member Group Award for the most outstanding 
Environment Group

Blue Mountains Conservation Society

Rising Star Award

Moira Williams, Climate Action Newtown

Dunphy Award for the best environmental effort of an individual

Tara Cameron, Blue Mountains Conservation Society

Allen Strom Hall of Fame

Penelope Figgis

Our 2010 NSW Environment Award winners pictured with Chair Prof Don White and CEO Pepe 

Clarke at the award ceremony.
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Nature Conservation Council of NSW Inc 
ABN 96 716 360 601 

 
COMMITTEE’S REPORT 

 
The Executive Committee has pleasure in presenting their Report, together with the financial statements of the 
association, for the year ended 30 June 2011. 
 
Executive Committee Members 
 
The names of Executive committee members during the year and at the date of this report are: 
 
Sally Castle Jim Morrison James Ryan Haydn Washington 
John Hibberd Robert Pallin Mark Selmes James Whelan 
Megan Kessler Anne Reeves Bev Smiles Prof Don White (Chair) 
 
The names of Executive committee members during the year but not at the date of this report are: 
Jason Coombs John Jeayes Kalina Koloff Dr Judy Messer 
 
Activities 
 
The principal activities of the association during the year were to work for the conservation of nature, the protection 
of the environment and the attainment of an ecologically sustainable society. 
 
Financial results 
 
The net surplus of the association for the year was $1,167. 
 
Likely developments 
 
There are no known likely developments in the operations of the association, other than those referred to 
elsewhere in this Report. 
 
 
SIGNED at SYDNEY on                               2011, in accordance with a resolution of the Executive Committee: 
 
 
 
 
 
Donald O White                                                                            James Ryan 
                                                                                      
 

 
 

STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 
 

In the opinion of the Committee:  
 
1. The accompanying financial statements and notes: 

• comply with the Accounting Standards, mandatory professional reporting requirements and other 
authoritative pronouncements of the Australian Accounting Standards Board 

• give a true and fair view of the financial position of the association as at 30 June 2011 and of its 
performance for the year ended on that date; and 

 
2. There are reasonable grounds to believe that the association will be able to pay its debts as and when they 

become due and payable. 
 
 
SIGNED at SYDNEY on                               2011, in accordance with a resolution of the Executive Committee: 
 
 
 
 
 
Donald O White                                                                            James Ryan 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW Inc 
 

ABN 96 716 360 601 
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Level 2, 5 Wilson St. Newtown 2042 
Ph: 02 9516 1488 

accounts@nccnsw.org.au 
www.nccnsw.org.au 
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Nature Conservation Council of NSW Inc 
ABN 96 716 360 601 

 
 

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3O JUNE 2011 
 
  2010-11 2009-10 
  $ $ 
CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES    
Receipts from membership, donations, grants, sponsorship and other activities  1,658,963 1,209,089 
Payments to employees and suppliers (incl GST where applicable)  (994,952) (1,460,335) 
Net cash provided / (used) by operating activities  664,011 (251,246) 
    
CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES    
Purchase furniture and equipment  (468) (27,040) 
Develop database  - (24,905) 
Develop website  (3,000) - 
Net cash (used) by investing activities  (3,468) (51,945) 
    
Net increase / (decrease) in cash held  660,543 (303,191) 
    
Cash at the beginning of the financial year   175,526 478,717 
    
CASH AT THE END OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR   836,069 175,526 

 
 
 
 

 
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS 30 JUNE 2011 

 
 

1 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 
The financial report is a general purpose financial report. It has been prepared in accordance with Australian 
Accounting Standards including Australian Accounting Interpretations, other authoritative pronouncements of the 
Australian Accounting Standards Board and the requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act NSW. 
 
The financial report is for Nature Conservation Council of NSW Inc (“NCC”) as an individual entity for the year ended 
30 June 2011.  
 
NCC is an association incorporated in NSW under the Association Incorporation Act 1984. Its office and principal 
place of business is Level 2, 5 Wilson St. Newtown 2042. 
 
The following is a summary of the material accounting policies adopted by the association in the preparation of the 
financial report. The accounting policies have been consistently applied, unless otherwise stated. 
 

 Basis of preparation 
 

 Reporting basics and conventions 
 
The financial report has been prepared on an accruals basis and is based on historical costs. It does not take into 
account changing money values or, except where stated, current valuations of non-current assets. Cost is based on 
the fair values of the consideration given in exchange for assets. 
 
 

 (a) Comparative figures 
 
When required by Accounting Standards and for clarity, comparative figures have been adjusted to conform with 
changes in preparation for the current financial year. 
 

 (b) Income tax 
 
The association is an income tax exempt body.  
 

 (c) Cash and cash equivalents 
 
Cash and cash equivalents include: 
- cash on hand 
- deposits at call with banks 
- other deposits with banks 
- bank overdrafts. 
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STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2011 
 
 Note 2010-11 2009-10 
  $ $ 
    
Revenue from ordinary activities 2 929,871 1,229,877 
Expenses 3 (928,704) (1,248,885) 
Surplus / (deficit) from ordinary activities before income tax expense  1,167 (19,008) 
Income tax expense 1(b) - - 
Surplus / (deficit) attributable to members  1,167 (19,008) 

 
 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 30 JUNE 2011 
 

 Note 2010-11 2009-10 
  $ $ 
ASSETS    
Current assets    
Cash and cash equivalents 4 836,069 175,526 
Trade and other receivables 5 53,996 108,621 
Other current assets 6 3,824 7,347 
  893,889 291,494 
Non-current assets    
Property, plant and equipment 7-10 33,788 47,252 
  33,788 47,252 
    
Total assets  927,677 338,746 
    
Current liabilities    
Trade and other payables 11 705,109 206,368 
Short term provisions 15 29,598 13,486 
Other current liabilities 13 1 1 
  734,708 219,855 
Non-current liabilities    
Bequest 14 90,319 14,574 
Long term provisions 15 36,729 39,564 
  127,048 54,137 
    
Total liabilities  861,756 273,992 
    
Net assets  65,921 64,754 
    
MEMBERS’ EQUITY    
Retained earnings  65,921 64,754 
Reserves 17 - - 
    
Total equity  65,921 64,754 

 
 
STATEMENT OF RECOGNISED INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2011 
 
 Retained Earnings Reserves 
  $ $ 
    
Balance 30 June 2009  83,762 10,000 
(Deficit) for the year  (19,008) - 
Applied to relocation  - (10,000) 
Balance 30 June 2010  64,754 - 
Surplus for the year  1,167 - 
Balance 30 June 2011  65,921 - 

 
 
 
 

The accompanying notes form part of these financial reports 
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NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS 30 JUNE 2011 (cont.) 
 

  
 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (cont) 
 
 (k) Goods and services tax (GST) 
 
Revenues, expenses and assets are recognised net of the amount of gst, except where the amount of gst incurred is 
not recoverable from the Australian Tax Office. In these circumstances the gst is recognised as part of the cost of 
acquisition of the asset or as part of an item of expense. Receivables and payables in the balance sheet are shown 
inclusive of gst.  Cash flows are presented in the cash flow statement on a gross basis, except for the gst component 
of investing and financing activities which are disclosed as operating cash flows. 
 

  
 

   2010-11 2009-10 
   $ $ 
2. REVENUE 

 
   

 Operating activities    
 Member subscriptions  13,286 11,155 
 Donations  178,034 215,135 
 Grants and sponsorship  534,260 827,995 
 Australian Government’s GVEHO program  87,000 87,000 
 Services  24,681 20,617 
 Events  66,651 26,032 
 Merchandise and publications  4,612 25,240 
 Interest  18,108 14,098 
 Other  3,239 2,605 
   929,871 1,229,877 
     

3. SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) FROM OPERATIONS 
 

   

 The net surplus / (deficit) from ordinary activities is after charging expenses for:    
 Fundraising  107,720 88,659 
 Projects  451,221 721,919 
 Administration  350,567 422,620 
 Depreciation and amortisation of non-current assets  16,932 13,687 
 Audit costs  2,264 2,000 
   928,704 1,248,885 

 
4. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

 
   

 Cash on hand  301 301 
 Cash at bank  835,768 175,225 
   836,069 175,526 
 Reconciliation of cash at the end of the year 

The above figures are reconciled to cash at the end of the financial year as 
shown in the Statement of Cash Flows as follows:  
   

  

 Balance per Statement of Cash Flows 836,069 175,526 
  

  
  

5. TRADE AND OTHER RECEIVABLES 
 

   

 Other receivables  53,996 108,621 
 Provision for doubtful debts  - - 
   53,996 108,621 
     
6. OTHER CURRENT ASSETS 

 
   

 Prepayments  3,824 7,347 
   3,824 7,347 
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NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS 30 JUNE 2011 (cont.) 
 

 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (cont) 
 
 

 (d) Trade and other receivables 
 
Trade and other receivables are recognised initially at fair value and subsequently measured at amortised cost, less 
provision for doubtful debts. Trade receivables are due for settlement no later than 30 days. 
 
Collectibility of trade receivables is reviewed on an ongoing basis. Debts which are known to be uncollectible are 
written off. An allowance for doubtful receivables is established when there is objective evidence that the company will 
not be able to collect all amounts due according to the original terms of receivables. The amount of the allowance is 
the difference between the assets carrying amount and the present value of estimated future cash flows, discounted at 
the effective interest rate. The amount of the allowance is recognised in the Statement of Comprehensive Income . 
 

 (e) Acquisition of assets 
 
The purchase method of accounting is used to account for all acquisitions of assets. Cost is measured as the fair 
value of the assets given at the date of exchange plus costs directly attributable to acquisition. 
 

 (f) Impairment of assets 
 
Assets that have an indefinite useful life are not subject to depreciation or amortisation but are tested annually for 
impairment. Assets that are subject to amortisation are reviewed for impairment whenever events or changes in 
circumstances indicate that the carrying value may not be recoverable.  
 
An impairment loss is recognised for the amount by which the assets carrying amount exceeds its recoverable 
amount. The recoverable amount is the higher of an assets fair value less costs to sell and value in use. For the 
purposes of assessing impairment, assets are grouped at the lowest levels for which there are separately identifiable 
cash flows (cash generating units). 
 

 (g) Depreciation of property, plant and equipment 
 
Each class of plant and equipment is carried at cost or fair value less, where applicable, any accumulated depreciation 
 
The depreciable amount of all non-current assets are depreciated on a straight line basis at a rate representing the 
useful life of each asset to the association, commencing from the time the asset is held ready for use. 
 
The rates for depreciable assets are: 
- computers and equipment : 30% 
- furniture and fittings : 30% 
 

  
 (h) Trade and other payables 

 
Trade and other payables represent liabilities for goods and services provided to the association prior to the end of the 
financial year that are unpaid at balance date. The amounts are unsecured and are usually paid within 30 days of 
recognition. 
 

  
 (i)  Employee benefits 

 
Provision is made for the association’s liability for employee benefits arising from services rendered by employees to 
balance sheet date.  
 
Employee benefits expected to be settled within one year together with benefits arising from wages, salaries and 
annual leave which may be settled after one year have been measured at the amounts expected to be paid when the 
liability is settled plus related costs.  
 
Other employee benefits payable later than one year have been measured at the net present value. 
 

  
  (j) Revenue recognition 

 
Revenue is measured at the fair value of the consideration received or receivable. Amounts disclosed are net of goods 
and services tax (GST). Revenue is recognised for the major business activities as follows: 
- Grants and sponsorship are recognised as revenue in accordance with the terms and conditions upon which they     
were received 
-  Interest is recognised as revenue when due, whether or not received 
- All other income is recognised as revenue upon receipt 
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NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS 30 JUNE 2011 (cont.) 
 

   2010-11 2009-10 
   $ $ 
11. TRADE AND OTHER ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

 
   

 Trade creditors  19 - 
 Accruals  10,441 4,664 
 GST and PAYG  51,917 18,730 
 Unexpended grants and sponsorship  642,732 182,974 
   705,109 206,368 
12. AUDITORS’ REMUNERATION RECEIVED OR RECEIVABLE 

 
   

 Auditing the Financial Statements  - current year  2,184 2,000 
                                                        - prior year  80 - 
 Other services (including prior year)  - - 
     
13. CURRENT LIABILITIES 

 
   

 Funds held on behalf of associated entities:    
 Environment Centre NSW Pty Ltd  1 1 
   1 1 
14. BEQUESTS 

 
   

 Bequests received and bank interest earned on them are capitalised, rather than being 
taken to income. 

 
90,319 14,573 

   90,319    14,573 
15. PROVISIONS 

 
   

 Short term:    
 Employee entitlements:    
 (Prepaid) wages  (202) (4,371) 
 Provision for annual leave  29,800 16,952 
 Provision for staff superannuation  - 905 
   29,598 13,486 
 Long term:    
 Provision for relocation expenses:    
 Balance at beginning of the year  39,564 60,000 
 Transferred from Asset Replacement Reserve  - 10,000 
 Expended during the year on moving to new premises  (2,835) (30,436) 
 Balance at end of the year  36,729 39,564 
     
16. OPERATING LEASE COMMITMENT 

 
   

 Payable minimum lease payments:    
 Not less than 12 months   42,284 77,175 
 Later than 1 year but not more than 5 years  169,136 - 
   211,420 77,175 
17. RESERVES 

 
   

 Asset Replacement Reserve    
 Balance at beginning of the year  - 10,000 
 Appropriated to Provision for Relocation  - (10,000) 
 Balance at end of the year  - - 
     
18. CONTINGENT LIABILITIES 

 
   

 There are no contingent liabilities that are not reflected in the Statement of Financial Position.  
     
19. COMMITMENTS FOR EXPENDITURE 

 
   

 There are no commitments for expenditure that are not reflected in the Statement of Financial Position.  
     
20. EVENTS SUBSEQUENT TO REPORTING DATE 

 
   

 No matters or circumstances have arisen since the end of the financial year that have or may 
significantly affect the association’s operations, the results of those operations or the state of 
affairs in subsequent financial years. 
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 NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS 30 JUNE 2011 (cont.) 
 
                                                                                                                                                                          

   

7. PLANT AND EQUIPMENT 
 

   

 Computer equipment – at cost  28,676 28,208 
 Accumulated depreciation  (13,866) (5,828) 
   14,810 22,380 
 Movements in carrying amounts during the year were: 

 
   

 Beginning of year  22,380 2,901 
 Additions  468 23,798 
 Disposals  - (58,464) 
 Depreciation written back on disposals  - 58,464 
 Depreciation expense  (8,038) (4,319) 
 Carrying amount at end of year  14,810 22,380 
     
8. FURNITURE AND FITTINGS 

 
   

 Furniture and fittings – at cost  3,242 3,242 
 Accumulated depreciation  (1,135) (162) 
   2,107 3,080 
 Movements in carrying amounts during the year were: 

 
   

 Beginning of year  3,080 6,093 
 Additions  - 3,242 
 Disposals  - (61,779) 
 Depreciation written back on disposals  - 61,779 
 Depreciation expense  (973) (6,255) 
 Carrying amount at end of year  2,107 3,080 
     
9. FUNDRAISING DATABASE 

 
   

 Development – at cost  24,905 24,905 
 Accumulated amortisation  (10,584) (3,113) 
   14,321 21,792 
 Movements in carrying amounts during the year were: 

 
   

 Beginning of year  21,792 - 
 Additions  - 24,905 
 Amortisation expense  (7,471) (3,113) 
 Carrying amount at end of year  14,321 21,792 
     
10. WEBSITE 

 
   

 Development – at cost  3,000 - 
 Accumulated amortisation  (450) - 
   2,550 - 
 Movements in carrying amounts during the year were: 

 
   

 Beginning of year  - - 
 Additions  3000 - 
 Amortisation expense  (450) - 
 Carrying amount at end of year  2,550 - 
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NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS 30 JUNE 2011 (cont.) 
 
25. ASSOCIATION DETAILS 

 
 The registered office and principal place of business of the association is Level 2, 5 Wilson St. Newtown, NSW 2042. 

 
26. SEGMENT REPORTING 

 
 The association operates predominately in one business and geographical segment. This is as a not-for-profit 

organisation working for the conservation of nature, the protection of the environment and the attainment of an 
ecologically sustainable society. These operations are carried on in Australia, particularly within the State of NSW. 
. 
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NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS 30 JUNE 2011 (cont.) 
 

   2010-11 2009-10 
   $ $ 
21. CASH FLOW INFORMATION 

 
   

 Reconciliation of cash 
Cash at the end of the financial year as shown in the Statement of Cash Flows is reconciled 
to the Balance Sheet as follows:  

 

       Cash at bank and on hand 836,069 175,526 
    
 Reconciliation of cash flow from operations with the surplus for the year   
 Surplus / (deficit) for the year  1,167 (19,008) 
 Non-cash items included in the surplus / (deficit):     
       Changes to provisions and reserves  13,277 (100,255) 
       Depreciation  16,932 13,687 
 Changes in assets and liabilities:    
       Decrease in accounts receivable  54,625 149,919 
       Decrease in other financial assets  3,523 7,388 
       Increase / (decrease) in accounts payable  498,741 (317,550) 
       Increase in bequests  75,746 14,573 
       Increase / (decrease) in other financial liabilities  - - 
 Net cash (used) by operations  664,011 (251,246) 
     
22. KEY MANAGEMENT PERSONNEL COMPENSATION 

 
(a) Executive Committee 
Details of each member of the association’s Executive Committee (management 
committee) during the financial year are given in the committee’s report. 
 
(b) Compensation paid to members of the Executive Committee 
The Chair of the Executive Committee received a token honorarium of $4,400 (2009-10 : 
$4,000); this was donated back to the association. Other committee members do not 
receive any compensation, other than reimbursement for any reasonable expenses 
incurred in performing their duties as committee members. 
 
(c) Compensation paid to other key management personnel 
The Executive Committee’s policy for determining the nature and amount of 
compensation for other key management personnel (kmp) is based on a number of 
factors, including level of responsibilities, experience, performance and overall 
performance of the association. The contracts for service with kmp are on an ongoing 
basis and the terms are not expected to change in the immediate future. Upon terminating 
their employment with the association, kmp are paid their employment entitlements 
accrued to the date of termination. 
  

   

 Compensation paid or payable to kmp during the year was:    
       Short term benefits  80,000 75,453 
       Post employment benefits  - - 
       Other long-term benefits - superannuation  7,200 6,791 
       Termination benefits  - - 
     
 (d) Other transactions and balances with key management personnel 

No kmp has entered into a material contract with the company since the end of the 
financial year and there were no material contracts involving kmp’s interests subsisting at 
balance date other than employment contracts. 

   

 
23. RELATED PARTY DISCLOSURES 

 
 No member of the Executive Committee has entered into a material contract with the association since the end of the 

previous financial year and there were no material contracts involving committee members’ interests subsisting at 
balance date. 
 
During the year the Chair of the Executive Committee, Professor Don White, received a token honorarium of $4,400 
(2009-10 : $4,000). Professor White donated this back to the association. 

  
24. EMPLOYEES 

 
 The number of employees at balance date was 11 (2009-10 : 13), representing 8.0 (2009-10 : 8.5) fte.  
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